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1 Some principles to set a monitoring/assessment system of Territorial 



 

 

Attractiveness1 
 

In concrete terms, the assessment of Territorial Attractiveness should take into consideration: 

1. The capacity to attract and/or retain different target groups of “mobile audience”: these 

may consist of persons (e.g. residents, migrants, tourists), organizations (e.g. 

enterprises/corporations, international organizations, R&D organizations) as well as of 

non-material flows (e.g. financial investments, events); 

2. Target groups may be influenced (attracted) by some of the different asset of Territorial 

Capital, also in terms of “potentials”, not or not fully expressed opportunities: these are the 

specific territorial elements that may be effectively influenced by policies; 

3. Policies to improve attractiveness are promoted by each State/Region. At trans-national 

scale, where these policies are mostly missing, we can assume objectives and priorities of 

EU 2020 and the Territorial Agenda 2020. Policies tend to act on the assets of Territorial 

Capital and only indirectly on the target groups.  

The relation among these three dimensions may be represented by this scheme2:  
 

251659264251660288251661312  

 

The consequence is that the assessment method may be organised into three steps: 

 

Step 1.  For each target group we can identify specific key-indicators that may be assumed 

as general indications of the performance attractiveness of a territory for the attractiveness 

of this specific target (see example in tab. 1). High level of attractiveness of a target can  be 

related to the current and, above all, of the territorial vocation (see example in tab. 1). while 

a low level may lead to opportunities and potentialities not exploited yet. 
 

Tab. 1: target groups and their specific key-indicators (examples) 

                                                        
1 Written by partner  form Emilia Romagna Region  
2 Sketched by Tomaz Miklavcic in Vienna meeting (February 21, 2013) 

Territorial 
assets Mobile 

audience 

Policy 
goals 

Policies mostly do not address directly 
target groups,, acting mostly on 
territorial assets which in turn influence 
the “mobile audiences”.  



 

 

 Target Groups  

 

Target key-indicators 

 

Persons  

tourists n. of visitor arrivals 

n. of night spent  in tourist accommodation establishments  

residents migration rate 

migrants immigration rate  

 

Organisations 

companies % or n° of companies participated by foreign groups? 

International 

organization 

n. of international organizations located in the territory 

Investments investments % GDP of Foreign Direct Investments 

Events n. of international exhibitions 

visitors in international exhibitions 

 



 

 

Step 2.  for each “aggregated” TC asset (see tab. 2) it should be identified at least a couple 

of core-indicators, one “state” and one “pressure” indicators (according to CEIT/Julia 

Neuschmid methodology3)  common for all Attractiveness reports, both national and trans-

national. Each Country/Region can add its own indicators, in relation to its specific 

territorial characteristics and vocations.  
 

Tab. 2: Territorial assets  

TC asset 
ASSET 

INDICATORS 

Environmental capital  

Environmental 
quality 

Environmental quality (air, water, waste, greenhouse gases, 
etc.) 

 

Territorial/ecosyste
m  integrity 

Territorial/ecosystem  fragmentation  

Biodiversity  

Risk management  

Natural resources 
and energy 

Natural resources management (renewable/non 
renewable) 

 

Energy management (fossil fuels / renewable resources)  

Anthropic capital  

Urban quality 
Access to public services  

Towns/settlements revitalisation/networking  

Urban health/liveability /environmental services  

Landscape quality 
Visual attractiveness  

Landscape diversity  

Balanced urban-rural relations  

Infrastructures 
Local/global accessibility  

Basic infrastructures for daily life (to be detailed)  

Socio-cultural capital  

Culture 
Cultural heritage  

Multiple cultural services  

Quality of life 

Welfare/Cost of living  

Social equity/poverty reduction  

Multicultural integration  

Sense of belonging/citizenship  

Gender mainstreaming  

Economic/human capital  

Knowledge & 
Innovation  

Research  

Education/capacity building  

Attracting/holding competences  

Employment Employment  

Specializations / Key 
sectors 

Diversified economic activities/services  

Tourism Attractiveness of  tourism system   

Investment 
Promotion 

Foreign investments attraction  

Quality business locations/services  

Partnerships relations  

Population  Population  growth, 
% pop in age 15-64 years 

 

Institutional capital  

Governance Effective governance arrangements  

International 
relations 

Cross-border cooperation  

Internationalization  

 

 

                                                        
3 From CEIT/Julia Neuschmid methodology: 

 State indicators: indicators that aim to provide a simple description of the current state of development 
 Pressure, process, control indicators: these indicators are used to diagnose and gauge the process that will 

influence the state of progress; 
 Target, response of performance indicators: these assess the impact brought by policy changes 



 

 

 

Step 3.  Matching the assets (i.e. the values of the indicators representing each asset) with 

the target groups affected, we can assess the strengths and weaknesses (as well as the 

opportunities and the risks) of a territory, in relation with its capacity to attract each specific 

target group. 

  

Strengths Weaknesses 

Strong asset/strong target performance Weak asset/weak target performance 

Opportunities Risks 

Strong asset/weak target performance Weak asset/strong target performance 

 

To do so, every partner has to highlight the assets that are relevant to attract that target in its 

own policies (see table 3). Then the assessment of the assets has to be related with the general 

performance of attractiveness of the target itself. That means that we are assuming that 

identification of the relevant assets for any group of targets can change in different territories 

since they can have different attractiveness strategies.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Tab. 3: Example of Territorial assets affecting with different group of targets 

Targets 

TC asset 

Companies/ 
Investments 

Tourists Residents Migrants 

Environmental capital     

Environmental 
quality 

Environmental quality (air, water, 
waste, greenhouse gases, etc.) 

 
x x 

x 

Territorial/ecosyste
m  integrity 

Territorial/ecosystem  
fragmentation 

 
x x 

 

Biodiversity  x x  

Risk management x  x  

Natural resources 
and energy 

Natural resources management 
(renewable/non renewable) 

 
 x 

 

Energy management (fossil fuels / 
renewable resources) 

x  
x 

 

Anthropic capital     

Urban quality 

Access to public services x  x x 
Towns/settlements 
revitalisation/networking 

  
x x 

Urban health/liveability /env. 
services 

 
 x x 

Landscape quality 
Visual attractiveness  x x  

Landscape diversity  x x  

Balanced urban-rural relations   x  

Infrastructures 

Local/global accessibility x x 
x x 

Basic infrastructures for daily life 
(to be detailed) 

x 
x 

x 
x 

Socio-cultural capital  
   

Culture 
Cultural heritage  x x  

Multiple cultural services  x x x 

Quality of life 

Welfare/Cost of living x x x x 
Social equity/poverty reduction   x  

Multicultural integration   x x 

Sense of belonging/citizenship   x  

Gender mainstreaming   x  

Economic/human capital  
   

Knowledge & 
Innovation  

Research x   x 

Education/capacity building x  x x 
Attracting/holding competences x   x 

Employment Employment x  x x 
Specializations / Key 
sectors 

Diversified economic 
activities/services 

x 
   

Tourism Attractiveness of  tourism system  x x   

Investment 
Promotion 

Foreign investments attraction x   x 

Quality business locations/services x    

Partnerships relations x   x 

Population  Population  growth, 
% pop in age 15-64 years 

  x x 

Institutional capital  
 

  

Governance Effective governance arrangements x  x  

International 
relations 

Cross-border cooperation x   x 

Internationalization x   x 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 4.  finally, matching the assets (i.e. the values of the indicators representing each asset) 



 

 

with the policies objectives at the scale of each Country/Region, it became possible to assess the 

effects of the same policies, giving evidence to potential “conflicts of interest” and negative 

externalities, facilitating the definition of solutions for the problems of consistency possibly 

identified. Table 3 provides an example on how TC assets may match TA2020 priorities: similar 

matrices could be created at Country/Region scale to assess this specific relationship. 

Table 4: example of matching assets with Territorial Agenda 2020 priorities  

TA2020 Priority 

TC asset 

1. 
Policentric / 
balanced 
territorial 
devel. 

2. Integrated 
devel. cities / 
rural / 
specific 
regions 

3. Territorial 
integration 
cross-border 
/ transnat. 
functional 
regions 

4. Global 
competitiv. Of 
regions based 
on strong 
local 
economies 

5. Territorial 
connectivity 
for 
individuals / 
communities / 
enterprises 

6. Managing / 
connecting 
ecological / 
landscape / 
cultural 
values of 
regions) 

Environmental capital       

Environmental 
quality 

Environmental quality 
(air, water, waste, 
greenhouse gases, etc.) 

 X    X 

Territorial/ecosystem  
integrity 

Territorial/ecosystem  
fragmentation 

 X    X 

Biodiversity      X 

Risk management  X    X 

Natural resources and 
energy 

Natural resources 
management 
(renewable/non 
renewable) 

 x    x 

Energy management 
(fossil fuels / renewable 
resources) 

   x   

Anthropic capital       

Urban quality 

Access to public services x x  x   

Towns/settlements 
revitalisation/networking 

 x    
x 

Urban health/liveability 
/env. services 

 x    
x 

Landscape quality 

Visual attractiveness  x     

Landscape diversity x x x x x  

Balanced urban-rural 
relations 

 x   x  

Infrastructures 
Local/global accessibility     x  

Basic infrastructures for 
daily life (to be detailed:) 

    x  

Socio-cultural capital       

Culture 
Cultural heritage  X  X  X 

Multiple cultural services  X     

Quality of life 

Welfare/Cost of living  X  X   

Social equity/poverty 
reduction 

 
X 

 
X 

  

Multicultural integration  X     

Sense of 
belonging/citizenship 

 
X 

    

Gender mainstreaming  X     

Economic/human capital       

Knowledge & 
Innovation  

Research  x  x   

Education/capacity 
building 

 
x 

 
x 

  

Attracting/holding 
competences 

 
x 

 
x 

  

Employment Employment  x     

Specializations / Key 
sectors 

Diversified economic 
activities/services 

x 
x 

 
x x 

 

Tourism Attractiveness for tourism  x  x x  

Investment 
Promotion 

Foreign investments 
attraction 

x x 
   x 

Quality business 
locations/services 

x x 
 

x 
  

Partnerships relations x x  x   

Population  Population  growth ,  
% pop in age 15-64 years 

x x 
 

x 
  

Institutional capital       

Governance 
Effective governance 
arrangements 

x x  
x x x 

International 
relations 

Cross-border cooperation   x  x  

Internationalization  x  x   

 

2 Proposed common set of indicators 
 



 

 

We used the existing databases to find appropriate indicators for individual assets of the certain 

capital. These databases were from Eurostat, OECD, European Commission, European 

Environmental Agency, United Nations, UNECO, World bank, ESPON projects. 

After Project Meeting in Schwechat (end of April 2013) the final set of indicators was made and 

sent to all project partners to review it.   

The final set contained the following indicators: 

 
Environmental capital 
 
Environmental quality 
1.  Greenhouse gas emission (Europe 2020 indicator) 
2. Air pollution: PM10 
3.  Air pollution: Ozone concentration 
4.  Population connected to urban waste water treatment with at least secondary treatment 

 
Territorial/ecosystem  integrity 
1. Artificial surface by Corine Land Cover 
2. Protected Areas for biodiversity: Habitats Directive (% of terrestrial protected areas) (Natura2000) 
3.  Ecosystem services -> WISH LIST 
 
Natural resources and energy 
1.  Electricity generated from renewable sources 
2.  Consumption of water per capita 
3. Share of Renewable Energy in Final Energy Consumption by NUTS 2 regions - % (Europe 2020 indicator) -> 

OPTIONAL 

 

Anthropic capital 
 
Urban quality 
1.  Surface of urban green [ha or %] or m2 of urban green space per capita 
2.  Urban/rural population (or Urban rural classification) 
 
Landscape quality 
1. % of terrestrial area protected (total and by ecological region) -> OPTIONAL 
 
Infrastructures 
1.  Population (or households) with accessibility to high-speed broadband (1 Mbit/second up and down) 
2.  Accessibility by road, rail, air -> OPTIONAL 
 

 
Socio-cultural capital 
 
Culture 
1.  Number of theatres, museums, galleries and public libraries per 10,000 inhabitants 
4. European cultural sites on the Unesco World Heritage List, 2010 
 
Quality of life 
1. Life expectancy at birth by sex (Europe 2020 indicator) 
2. Gross disposable household income 
4. People at risk of poverty or social exclusion (Europe 2020 indicator) or  % in risk of poverty 
5. Gender imbalances -> OPTIONAL 
 
 

Economic/human capital 
 
Knowledge & Innovation 



 

 

1.  Population aged 25-64 with tertiary education 
2.  Numbers employed in the Research & Development out of the total labour force 
3.  Research & Experimental Development expenditure as % of GDP  (Europe 2020 indicator) 
4. Patent applications submitted to the Office European Patent per million population 
  
Employment 
1. Employment rate 20-64 years by sex [%] (regional) (Europe 2020 indicator) 
2. Youth unemployment rate 
 
Specializations / Key sectors 
1.  Share of employment by sector 
2.  Share of each sector in GDP 
 
Tourism 
1.  Number of overnight stays of tourists per capita per year 
2. Share of tourism related employment in total employment 
 
Investment Promotion 
1.  Building permits (Commercial, Industrial, Institutional, Residential) [in €] 
2.  % of GDP of foreign direct investment 
 
Population 
1.  Population growth rate 
2.  % of population in age 20-64 years 
3. Ageing index 
 

Institutional capital 
 
Governance 

1.  Administrative cases/issues that can be initiated and/or arranged online (or in other electronic format) 

2.  Composition of local government expenditures 
 
International relations 
1. Number of  foreign students and/or professors 
2. Number of Cross-border European projects  
3. Number of European cooperation projects (except cross-border) 
 
 

3 Number of all proposed indicators 
 
 N°  OF SUGGESTED (FOR ALL PP) N°  OF OPTIONAL* N°  ON  WISH LIST* 
ENVIROMENTAL CAPITAL 8 1 1 
ANTHROPIC CAPITAL 3 2  
SOCIO-CULTURAL CAPITAL 5 1  
ECONOMIC/HUMAN CAPITAL 15   
INSTITUTIONAL CAPITAL 5   

SUM 36 4 1 

*  Indicator which the country/region does not have it yet, but it is planned for the future 
 

This was not the final number of indicators, because we had to first determine whether there 

was data available for the indicators for our country / region. After Analysis on data availability 

(form LP-GI), we made the final selection of indicators on transnational level.  

The final selection of indicators on trans-national level consists of indicators for which data are 

available for majority of the project partners. Indicators which was eliminated can be placed on 

a national level list of indicators or as project partners Wish list for each country / region. 
 



 

 

 
 

4 Selection of common set of indicators on trans-national level 
 
The basis for the final selection of indicators on trans-national level was Report on Analysis of 

Metadata Overviews. With certain revisions of this report, we came to the final list of indicators 

for trans-national level. Final count of indicators is now 31 for ERDF partners and 29 for IPA 

partners. The data for indicators marked in green are available in majority of partner 

countries/region. The data for indicators marked in yellow are only available for ERDF partner 

countries/region.  

 
Environmental capital 
 
Environmental quality Type 
1.  Greenhouse gas emission (Europe 2020 indicator) State 
2. Air pollution: PM10 State 
3.  Air pollution: Ozone concentration State 
4.  Population connected to urban waste water treatment with at least secondary treatment Response 

 
Territorial/ecosystem  integrity Type 
1. Artificial surface by Corine Land Cover Pressure 
2. Protected Areas for biodiversity: Habitats Directive (% of terrestrial protected areas) (Natura2000) State 
3.  Ecosystem services -> WISH LIST State 
 
Natural resources and energy Type 
1.  Electricity generated from renewable sources Response 
2.  Consumption of water per capita Pressure 
3. Share of Renewable Energy in Final Energy Consumption by NUTS 2 regions - % (Europe 2020 

indicator) -> OPTIONAL 
Response 

 

Anthropic capital 
 
Urban quality Type 
1.  Surface of urban green [ha or %] or m2 of urban green space per capita State 
2.  Urban/rural population (or Urban rural classification) State 
 
Landscape quality Type 
1. % of terrestrial area protected (total and by ecological region)  State 
 
Infrastructures Type 
1.  Population (or households) with accessibility to high-speed broadband (1 Mbit/second up and 

down) 
State 

2.  Accessibility by road, rail, air -> OPTIONAL State 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Socio-cultural capital 
 
Culture Type 
1.  Number of theatres, museums, galleries and public libraries per 10,000 inhabitants State 
2. European cultural sites on the Unesco World Heritage List, 2010 State 
 
Quality of life Type 



 

 

1. Life expectancy at birth by sex (Europe 2020 indicator) State 
2. Gross disposable household income State 
3. People at risk of poverty or social exclusion (Europe 2020 indicator) or  % in risk of poverty Pressure 
4. Gender imbalances -> OPTIONAL Pressure 
 

Economic/human capital 
 
Knowledge & Innovation Type 
1.  Population aged 25-64 with tertiary education State 
2.  Numbers employed in the Research & Development out of the total labour force State 
3.  Research & Experimental Development expenditure as % of GDP  (Europe 2020 indicator) Response 
4. Patent applications submitted to the Office European Patent per million population State 
   
Employment Type 
1. Employment rate 20-64 years by sex [%] (regional) (Europe 2020 indicator) State 
2. Youth unemployment rate Pressure 
 
Specializations / Key sectors Type 
1.  Share of employment by sector State 
2.  Share of each sector in GDP State 
 
Tourism Type 
1.  Number of overnight stays of tourists per capita per year Pressure 
2. Share of tourism related employment in total employment State 
 
Investment Promotion Type 
1.  Building permits (Commercial, Industrial, Institutional, Residential) [in €] State 
2.  % of GDP of foreign direct investment Response 
 
Population Type 
1.  Population growth rate State 
2.  % of population in age 20-64 years Pressure 
3. Ageing index Pressure 
 

Institutional capital 
 
Governance Type 
1.  Administrative cases/issues that can be initiated and/or arranged online (or in other electronic 

format) 

State 

2.  Composition of local government expenditures State 
 
International relations Type 
1. Number of  foreign students State 
2. Number of Cross-border European projects  State 
3. Number of European cooperation projects (except cross-border) State 
 
 
 
 
 

5 Final count of all selected indicators 
 
 N°  OF SUGGESTED (FOR ALL PP) N°  OF OPTIONAL N°  ON  WISH LIST 
ENVIROMENTAL CAPITAL 7  0 
ANTHROPIC CAPITAL 1 (+1) 1  
SOCIO-CULTURAL CAPITAL 5   
ECONOMIC/HUMAN CAPITAL 14   
INSTITUTIONAL CAPITAL 1 (+1)   



 

 

SUM 29 (+2) 1 0 
 

On trans-national level, we will compare 29 (+2) indicators. Other indicators which were not 

selected on this list may be placed on to the national level list of indicators or as project partner 

‘Wish list’ for each country / region.  

In section 6 there are the definition forms for all selected indicators. The definiton form from 

CEIT’s (Julia Neuschmid): ''Methodology for the definition of indicators'' includes the following 

data for the indicator: 

- Name 

- InspirID 

- Asset 

- Capital 

- Definition 

- Purpose 

- Determination 

- Maintenance/publishing frequency 

- Data source 

- Geographical name 

- Statistical level 

- Type 

o State indicators: indicators that aim to provide a simple description of the 

current state of development 

o Pressure, process, control indicators: these indicators are used to diagnose and 

gauge the process that will influence the state of progress 

o Target, response of performance indicators:  these assess the impact brought 

by policy changes 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 Common indicator definition form  
 

 
Name Greenhouse gas emissions (Europe 2020 indicator) 

InspireID  

Asset Environmental quality 

Capital  Environmental capital 

Definition  This indicator measures the emissions of the six main GHGs which have a direct impact 
on climate change, less the removal of the main GHG CO2 through sequestration as a 
result of land-use change and forestry activities. 



 

 

Purpose  An increase of greenhouse gas concentration in the atmosphere contributes to global 

warming, which is a major global challenge to sustainable development. For countries 

that have committed to reduce or stabilize their GHG emissions under the Kyoto 

Protocol of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the indicator 

also provides information on the fulfilment of this global commitment. 

Determination  Tonnes of CO2 equivalent per capita 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source United Nations, European Environmental Agency, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Statistical level National/region 

Type State 

 

Name Air pollution: PM10 

InspireID  

Asset Environmental quality 

Capital  Environmental capital 

Definition  Indicator defined as yearly average PM10 (particulate matter with diameter of 10 
micrometres or less)  concentration at surface level in yg/m3, weighed by population. 

Purpose  Attractive regions of high ecological values and strong territorial capital. 
The indicator tries measuring the degree of reductions in emissions for healthier natural 
living environments. 

Determination Territorial distribution of the annual average concentration of PM10 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source European Environmental Agency, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type State 
 

 

Name Air pollution: Ozone concentration 

InspireID  

Asset Environmental quality 

Capital  Environmental capital 

Definition  Indicator defined as the number of days with ground level concentration exceedances 
of more than 120 yg/m3. 

Purpose  Attractive regions of high ecological values and strong territorial capital. 
The indicator tries measuring the degree of reductions in emissions for healthier 
natural living environments. 

Determination Territorial distribution of the annual average of exceedings of the concentration limit 

established by law. 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source European Environmental Agency, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type State 

 

Name Population connected to urban waste water treatment with at least secondary 

treatment 

InspireID  

Asset Environmental quality 

Capital  Environmental capital 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Micrometre


 

 

Definition  This indicator is defined as the percentage of the population connected to waste water 
treatment systems with at least secondary treatment.  

Purpose  Thereby, urban waste water is treated by a process generally involving biological 
treatment with a secondary settlement or other process, resulting in a biochemical 
oxygen demand (BOD) removal of at least 70% and a chemical oxygen demand (COD) 
removal of at least 75%. 

Determination % of equivalent population 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source EUROSTAT, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type Response 

 

Name Artificial surface by Corine Land Cover 

InspireID  

Asset Territorial/ecosystem integrity 

Capital  Environmental capital 

Definition  This indicator provides the information of artificiel surfaces, which are: 
-  Urban fabric: Areas mainly occupied by dwellings and buildings used by 
administrative/public  
    utilities or collectivities, including their connected areas (associated lands, approach road 
network,  
    parking-lots) 

-  Industrial, commercial and transport units: Areas mainly occupied by industrial 
activities 
    of transformation and manufacturing, trade, financial activities and services, transport   
    infrastructures for road traffic and rail networks, airport installations, river and sea port  
    installations, including their associated lands and access infrastructures. Includes industrial  

    livestock rearing facilities. 
-  Mine, dump and construction sites: Artificial areas mainly occupied by extractive 
activities,  
    construction sites, man-made waste dump sites and their associated lands. 

-  Artificial non-agricultural vegetaded areas: Areas voluntarily created for recreational 
use.  
   Includes green or recreational and leisure urban parks, sport and leisure facilities. 

Purpose  The Corine Land Cover (Coordination of Information on the Environment Land Cover, 

CLC) is referring to a European programme establishing a computerised inventory on 

land cover of the 27 EC member states and other European countries, at an original 

scale of 1: 100 000, using 44 classes of the 3-level Corine nomenclature. 

It is produced by the European Environment Agency (EEA) and its member countries 

and is based on the results of IMAGE2000, a satellite imaging programme undertaken 

jointly by the Joint Research Centre of the European Commission and the EEA. 

Determination % of total surface 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

N/A 

Data source European Environmental Agency, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type Pressure 

 

Name Electricity generated from renewable sources 

InspireID  

Asset Natural resources and energy 

Capital  Environmental capital 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coordination_of_Information_on_the_Environment
http://wiki.openstreetmap.org/wiki/European_Environment_Agency


 

 

Definition  This indicator is the ratio between the electricity produced from renewable energy 

sources and the gross national electricity consumption for a given calendar year. It 

measures the contribution of electricity produced from renewable energy sources to 

the national electricity consumption.  

Electricity produced from renewable energy sources comprises the electricity 

generation from hydro plants (excluding pumping), wind, solar, geothermal and 

electricity from biomass/wastes. Gross national electricity consumption comprises the 

total gross national electricity generation from all fuels (including autoproduction), 

plus electricity imports, minus exports. 

Purpose  enewable energy resources and significant opportunities for energy efficiency exist 

over wide geographical areas, in contrast to other energy sources, which are 

concentrated in a limited number of countries. Rapid deployment of renewable energy 

and energy efficiency, and technological diversification of energy sources, would result 

in significant energy security and economic benefits. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renewable_energy - cite_note-19 

Determination % of production 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source Eurostat, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type Response 

 

Name Consumption of water per capita 

InspireID  

Asset Natural resources and energy 

Capital  Environmental capital 

Definition  This indicator measures how much water does the average person use per day/year. 

Purpose  To monitor freshwater issues in order to provide recommendations, develop case 

studies, enhance assessment capacity at a national level and inform the decision-

making process. 

Determination Liters per capita per day 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source European Environmental Agency, United Nations, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type Pressure 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Name Urban/rural population (or Urban rural classification) 

InspireID  

Asset Urban quality 

Capital  Anthropic capital 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Efficient_energy_use
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Energy_security_and_renewable_technology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renewable_energy#cite_note-19


 

 

Definition  First classification: Eurostat: Degree of urbanisation: 
thinly-populated area (alternative name: rural area): more than 50 % of the population lives in 
rural grid cells;  
intermediate density area (alternative name: towns and suburbs): less than 50 % of the population 
lives in rural grid cells and less than 50 % live in high-density clusters;  
densely populated area (alternative names: cities/urban centres/urban areas): at least 50 % lives 
in high-density clusters; in addition, each high-density cluster should have at least 75 % of its 
population in densely-populated LAU2s; this also ensures that all high-density clusters are 
represented by at least one densely-populated LAU2, even when this cluster represents less than 50 % 
of the population of that LAU2.  
or 
Second classification: OECD methodology: 
predominantly urban (PU), if the share of population living in rural LAU2 is below 15 %; 
intermediate (IN), if the share of population living in rural LAU2 is between 15 % and 50 %; 
predominantly rural (PR), if the share of population living in rural LAU2 is higher than 50 %.  

Purpose  Urban-rural classification is fundamentally a delineation of geographical areas, identifying both 

individual urban areas and the rural areas of the country/region. 

Determination % of population that lives in rural or urban areas 

Maintenance/ 

publishing 

frequency 

N/A 

Data source national, region, OECD, Eurostat 

Geographic 

name 

State 

Spatial level National, region 

Type State 
 

 

Name % of terrestrial area protected (total and by ecological region) 

InspireID  

Asset Landscape quality 

Capital  Anthropic capital 

Definition  The indicator is defined as the share of terrestrial area that has been reserved by law or 

other effective means to protect part or all of the enclosed environment. It can be calculated 

separately for different terrestrial ecological regions. The indicator may also be 

disaggregated by management category of the protected areas. 

Purpose  The indicator represents the extent to which areas important for conserving biodiversity, 
cultural heritage, scientific research (including baseline monitoring), recreation, natural 
resource maintenance, and other values, are protected from incompatible uses. It shows how 
much of each major ecosystem is dedicated to maintaining its diversity and integrity. Pro-
tected areas are essential for maintaining ecosystem diversity in countries and ecological 
regions, in conjunction with management of human impacts on the environment. 

Determination % of total surface 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

N/A 

Data source United Nations, European Environmental Agency, EUROSTAT, state, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type State 

 
 

Name Population (or households) with accessibility to high-speed broadband (1 
Mbit/second up and down) 

InspireID  

Asset Infrastructures 

Capital  Anthropic capital 

Definition  This indicator is a share of population (households) with broadband access. 



 

 

Purpose  Ensure an increase in the innovation capacity of each region which in turn will result in 

increases in employment and economic activities  

Determination % of population with accessibility to high-speed broadband 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source OECD, EU Digital Scoreboard, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type State 

 

Name Number of theatres, museums, galleries and public libraries per 10,000 

inhabitants 

InspireID  

Asset Culture 

Capital  Socio-cultural capital 

Definition  The indicator is the number of all cultural institutions per 10,000 inhabitants. 

Purpose  Culture in all its diverse forms is central to what makes a city appealing to educated 

people and hence to the businesses which seek to employ them. 

Determination Number per 10000 inhabitants 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

N/A 

Data source national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type State 

 

Name European cultural sites on the UNESCO World Heritage List, 2010 

InspireID  

Asset Culture 

Capital  Socio-cultural capital 

Definition  Listed by the UNESCO as of special cultural or physical significance. 

Purpose  The programme catalogues, names, and conserves sites of outstanding cultural or 
natural importance to the common heritage of humanity. 

Determination Number of sites 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

N/A 

Data source UNESCO, state, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type State 

 

Name Life expectancy at birth by sex (Europe 2020 indicator) 

InspireID  

Asset Quality of life 

Capital  Socio-cultural capital 

Definition  Simple indicator expressing the average life expectancy at birth for both women and 
men in years. 

Purpose  This indicator represents a proxy for the overall quality of the health-care system in a 
region. It tells us about healthiness of living environment and together with ageing 
index it allows to assess social policies projections and risk of exclusion. 

Determination Years by sex 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 



 

 

Data source EUROSTAT, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type State 

 

Name Gross disposable household income 

InspireID  

Asset Quality of life 

Capital  Socio-cultural capital 

Definition  The indicator (GDHI) is the amount of money that individuals (i.e. the household) have 
available for spending or saving.  This is money left after expenditure associated with 
income, e.g. taxes and social contributions, property ownership and provision for future 
pension income.  It is calculated gross of any deductions for capital consumption. 

Purpose  This indicator measures the welfare of residence population in a region and reflect the 
level of poverty. 

Determination Amount in euros. 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source EUROSTAT, OECD, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type State 

 
Name People at risk of poverty or social exclusion (Europe 2020 indicator) 

InspireID  

Asset Quality of life 

Capital  Socio-cultural capital 

Definition  This indicator is the share of people with an equivalised disposable income (after social 
transfer) below the at-risk-of-poverty threshold, which is set at 60 % of the national 
median equivalised disposable income after social transfers. 
It's a union of the three sub-indicators below: 
-  People living in households with very low work intensity: People living in 
households 
   with very low work intensity are people aged 0-59 living in households where the  
   adults work less than 20% of their total work potential during the past year 
-  Severe material deprivation rate 
-  At-risk-of poverty rate: The persons with an equivalised disposable income below 
the  
   risk-of-poverty threshold, which is set at 60 % of the national median equivalised  
   disposable income. 

Purpose  This indicator does not measure wealth or poverty, but low income in comparison to 
other residents in that country, which does not necessarily imply a low standard of 
living. 

Determination Percentage of total population 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source EUROSTAT, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type Pressure 

 
Name Population aged 25-64 with tertiary education 

InspireID  

Asset Knowledge & Innovation 

Capital  Economic/human capital 



 

 

Definition  Indicator is defined as population aged 25-64 with tertiary education as percentage of 
all population aged 25-64. 

Purpose  This indicator measures the highly-qualified labour force as basis for future R&D 
activities. Human capital is an essential factor for innovation potential. 

Determination % of population aged 25-64 with tertiary education 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source EUROSTAT, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type State 

 

Name Number of employees in the Research & Development out of the total labour 
force 

InspireID  

Asset Knowledge & Innovation 

Capital  Economic/human capital 

Definition  This indicator refers to the share of employees in R & D out of the total labour force. 

Purpose  Statistics on science and technology personnel are key indicators for measuring the 

knowledge-based economy and its developments, for example, providing information 

on the supply of, and demand for, highly qualified science and technology specialists. 

Determination Percentage of total employment - numerator in full time equivalents 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source EUROSTAT, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type State 

 

Name Research & Experimental Development expenditure as % of Gross Domestic 
Product (Europe 2020 indicator) 

InspireID  

Asset Knowledge & Innovation 

Capital  Economic/human capital 

Definition  This indicator is total gross domestic expenditure on research and experimental  
development (GERD) as a percentage of gross domestic product (GDP).  

Purpose  R&D expenditure represents one of the major drivers of economic growth in a knowledge-

based economy. As such, trends in the R&D expenditure indicator provide key indications of 

the future competitiveness and wealth of the EU.  

GERD includes expenditure from business enterprise, higher education, government and 

private non-profit expenditure on R&D. The indicator measures the key R&D investments 

that support future competitiveness and result in higher GDP.  

Determination Percentage of GDP 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source EUROSTAT, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type Response 

 

Name Patent applications submitted to the Office European Patent per million 
population 

InspireID  

Asset Knowledge & Innovation 

Capital  Economic/human capital 



 

 

Definition  Indicator is defined as a number of patent applications per 1,000,000 population 

Purpose  With this indicator it can be measured economic development (strength). 

Determination Number per million population 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source EUROSTAT, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type State 

 

Name Employment rate 20-64 years by sex [%] (Europe 2020 indicator) 

InspireID  

Asset Employment 

Capital  Economic/human capital 

Definition  The employment rate is calculated by dividing the number of persons aged 20 to 64 (by 
sex) in employment by the total population of the same age group. 

Purpose  The employment rate, in other words the proportion of the working age population in 
employment, is considered as a key social indicator for analytical purposes when 
studying developments within labour markets. 

Determination % of population (20-64 y.o.) 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source EUROSTAT, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type State 

 

Name Youth unemployment rate 

InspireID  

Asset Employment 

Capital  Economic/human capital 

Definition  This indicator refers to the share of the labour force ages 15-24 without work but 
available for and seeking employment. 

Purpose  High youth unemployment rates do reflect the difficulties faced by young people in 

finding jobs. However, this does not necessarily mean that the group of unemployed 

persons aged between 15 and 24 is large because many young people are studying full-

time and are therefore neither working nor looking for a job (so they are not part of the 

labour force which is used as the denominator for calculating the unemployment rate). 

Determination % of labour force (15-24 y.o.) 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source WORLD BANK, EUROSTAT, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type Pressure 

 

Name Share of employment by sector 

InspireID  

Asset Specializations / Key sectors 

Capital  Economic/human capital 



 

 

Definition  This indicator refers to the share of the employment in different sector. 
Agriculture 
Industry and construction: Mining and quarrying; Manufacturing, electricity, gas, 
steam and air conditioning supply; Water supply, sewerage and waste management; 
Construction 
Services: Market services:  Wholesale and retail trade; Accommodation 
and food service activities; Communication; Financial and insurance activities;  
Real estate activities; Professional scientific and technical activities; Administrative and 
support service activities. Mainly non market services: Public administration; Education; 
Health; Arts, entertainment and recreation; Other services activities; Activities of 
households as employers; Activities of extraterritorial organisations. 
Transportation 

Purpose  Regional sector specialisation is broadly understood to be the extent to which 

particular economic sectors attract larger shares of employment or output in one 

region as compared with another. 

Determination % of employment 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source EUROSTAT, state, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type State 

 

Name Number of overnight stays of tourists per capita per year 

InspireID  

Asset Tourism 

Capital  Economic/human capital 

Definition  This indicator is a ratio of yearly tourist stays by total resident population. 

Purpose  This indicator defines land use change and pressure. 

Determination Number per capita 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source National, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type Pressure 

 

Name Share of tourism related employment in total employment 

InspireID  

Asset Tourism 

Capital  Economic/human capital 

Definition  This indicator refers to the share of employees working in tourism related employment 

to total employment. 

Purpose  The importance of employment in tourism are:  
- continuous growth of tourism in the last decades  
- importance of economic contribution of tourism to national economies (TSA)  
- general recognition of tourism as a major job generator, especially for youth,  women,  
  unqualified workers, etc.   

Determination % of employment 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source OECD, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type Pressure 



 

 

 

Name Building permits (Commercial, Industrial, Institutional, Residential) [in €] 

InspireID  

Asset Investment Promotion 

Capital  Economic/human capital 

Definition  The number (and amount of money invested) of building permits is a leading indicator 
in the business cycle which provides some information about the workload of the 
construction industry and investment in the near future.  

Purpose  Statistics on building permits are essential inputs for the computation of residential 

building construction expenditures, the quarterly and annual estimates of net capital 

stock, and depreciation by component. They are also a major input in the computation 

of investment in non-residential building construction on a sub-annual basis. 

Determination Number and value [€] 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source EUROSTAT, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type State 

 

Name % of GDP of foreign direct investment 

InspireID  

Asset Investment Promotion 

Capital  Economic/human capital 

Definition  This indicator refers to the share of foreign direct investment in GDP. 

Purpose  Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) is a category of investment that reflects the objective 
of establishing a lasting interest by a resident enterprise in one economy (direct 
investor) in an enterprise (direct investment enterprise) that is resident in an economy 
other than that of the direct investor. The lasting interest implies the existence of a long 
-term relationship between the direct investor and the direct investment enterprise 
and a significant degree of influence (not necessarily control) on the management of 
the enterprise. The direct or indirect ownership of 10% or more of the voting power of 
an enterprise resident in one economy by an investor resident in another economy is 
the statistical evidence of such a relationship.  

Determination % of GDP 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source OECD, EUROSTAT, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type State 

 

Name Population growth rate 

InspireID  

Asset Population 

Capital  Economic/human capital 

Definition  The indicator corresponds to the number of births and deaths during the certain period 
and the number of people migrating to (immigration) and from (emigration) a country. 

Purpose  Population growth rate is a measure of change of population of a certain area. The rate 

of population growth is identified by Agenda 21 of the United Nations as one of the 

crucial factors affecting long-term sustainability of natural resources. Rapid population 

growth can impose limitations on a country's capacity for handling a wide range of 

economic, social, and environmental issues, particularly when rapid population growth 

occurs in connection with poverty and lack of access to natural resources. 

Determination Number per 1.000 inhabitants 



 

 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source OECD, EUROSTAT, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type State 

 
Name % of population in age 20-64 years 

InspireID  

Asset Population 

Capital  Economic/human capital 

Definition  This indicator refers to the share of persons aged 20-64 to total population. 

Purpose  This indicator measures working age persons out of total population. With employment 
rate is the best measure of labour market conditions. Europe 2020 headline target is 
that 75 % of population aged 20-64 should be employed by 2020.  

Determination % of population 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source EUROSTAT, OECD, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type Pressure 

 
Name Ageing index 

InspireID  

Asset Population 

Capital  Economic/human capital 

Definition  Indicator is defined as the ratio of the population aged 64 and above divided by 
population of 15 years and below. 

Purpose  This indicator measures the balance of the age structure of the society. 

Determination % (ratio) 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source EUROSTAT, OECD, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type Pressure 

 

 
Name Composition of local government expenditures 

InspireID  

Asset Governance 

Capital  Institutional capital 

Definition  The indicator provides the % of local government expenditures for: 
- Investments 
- Wages and Benefits 
- Goods and Services 
- Transfers to Individuals 
- Transfers to companies 
- Other 

Purpose  All over the world, local authorities are faced with greater pressure in providing 
additional public services and new infrastructure together with limited 



 

 

financial resources to cover these needs. Investments decisions in infrastructure 

require large sums of financial resources and are hard by definition. * 

Determination % of total regional expenditures 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source EUROSTAT, WORLD BANK, state, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type State 

 
Name Number of  foreign students   

InspireID  

Asset International relations 

Capital  Institutional capital 

Definition  The indicator refers to a number of international students and/or professors enrolled 
in tertiary education. 

Purpose  International strategies at universities are much more than simply the numbers of 

international faculty and students, but these serve as strong measures of institutions 

with advanced strategies in this area. 

Determination number and % of total university students 

Maintenance/ 

publishing frequency 

Annual 

Data source OECD, national, region 

Geographic name Country/region 

Spatial level National/region 

Type State 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 Definition forms for unselected indictors 
 

Environmental capital 
 

Territorial/ecosystem integrity 

Name Protected Areas for biodiversity: Habitats Directive (% of terrestrial protected 
areas) 

ID  

Theme Territorial/ecosystem  integrity 

Definition  The indicator is based on the extent of  the area proposed by countries for the protection 
of natural and semi-natural habitats, wild fauna and flora according to annexes I and II of 
the Habitats Directive. Areas protected for the preservation of biodiversity are proposed 
by the Member States under the EU's Habitats Directive; they are indicated as a 

                                                        
* Fiscal decentralisation indicators for SEE, from the Report on Fiscal Decentralisation Indicators for SEE 2006-2011 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:31992L0043:EN:NOT


 

 

percentage of the total area of each country. The index of sufficiency measures the extent 
to which sites of Community importance proposed by the Member States adequately 
cover the species and habitats listed in those annexes, in proportion to the share of the 
biogeographical region that falls within the territory of the country. 

Purpose  Annual data are available on areas protected under the Habitats Directive. The data are 

presented as the percentage of compliance with the obligation to protect habitats and 

species that are typical for the wider biogeographical regions of the EU. 

Preventing a loss of biodiversity is important for mankind, given that humans depend on 

the natural richness of the planet for the food, energy, raw materials, clean air and clean 

water that make life possible and drive economies and societies. As such, a reduction or 

loss of biodiversity may not only undermine the natural environment but also economic 

and social goals. 

Calculation   

Maintenance   

Data source EUROSTAT, state, region 

Spatial coverage  

Spatial level  

Type State 

 

Name Ecosystem services 

ID  

Theme Territorial/ecosystem  integrity 

Definition  Indicators of ecosystem services help track and communicate how ecosystems support 

our physical, economic, and social well-being. In doing so, they can help public and 

private sector decision-makers formulate decisions that will maintain ecosystem health 

and help reverse current trends of ecosystem degradation. 

Examples of Ecosystem services indicators: 

- Biomass fuel consumption 

- Percent of arable land under cultivation 

- Untreated waste flowing into water bodies 
 

Purpose  Ecosystem services are the benefits that people derive from nature. Some benefits, such 

as crops, fish, and freshwater (provisioning services), are tangible. Others, such as 

pollination, erosion regulation, climate regulation (regulating services), and aesthetic and 

spiritual fulfillment (cultural services) are less tangible. All, however, directly or 

indirectly underpin human economies and livelihoods. 

Calculation   

Maintenance   

Data source World Resources Institute, state, region 

Spatial coverage  

Spatial level  

Type State 

 

 
Natural resources and energy 

Name Share of Renewable Energy in Final Energy Consumption by NUTS 2 regions 

(Europe 2020 indicator) 

ID  

Theme Natural resources and energy 

Definition  The indicator is defined as the share of renewables in gross final energy consumption, 
which refers to the quantity of energy consumed within a country's border. The energy 
sources taken into account are hydro, geothermal, wind and solar power, biomass and the 
biodegradable fraction of waste.  

http://www.wri.org/


 

 

Purpose  Renewable energy sources are important for cutting greenhouse gas emissions and 
reducing the EU’s dependence on imported fossil fuels. According to the Europe 2020 
Strategy, a more mature market for renewable energy technologies is also expected  
to bring about social and economic benefits such as new jobs.  
The indicator is one of the eight headline indicators of the Europe 2020 strategy which 
includes the target to increase the share of renewable energy sources in final energy 
consumption to 20% by 2020. 

Calculation   

Maintenance   

Data source EUROSTAT, state, region 

Spatial coverage  

Spatial level  

Type Response 

 
Anthropic capital 
 

Urban quality 
Name Surface of urban green [ha or %] or m² of urban green space per capita 

ID  

Theme Urban quality 

Definition  This indicator measures the amount of green space available m² per capita. Urban green 
include areas with vegetation within the urban fabric, including parks, cemeteries with 
vegetation, and mansions and their ground. 

Purpose  Definition of urban amenity value. 

Calculation   

Maintenance   

Data source European Environmental Agency, state, region 

Spatial coverage  

Spatial level  

Type Response 
 

 

Infrastructures 

Name Accessibility by road, rail, air 

ID  

Theme Infrastructures 

Definition  Composite indicator calculated by accessibility model by using transport networks and 
population figures as input. Indicator defined as the reachable population weighted by 
time distance by using cars, railways or fights. Indicator standardised at European 
average. 

Purpose  This indicator measures market potential and locational advantages of a region. 

Calculation   

Maintenance   

Data source ESPON TRACC project 2011 

Spatial coverage  

Spatial level  

Type State 

 

 

Socio-cultural capital 
 
Quality of life 
Name Gender imbalances 

ID  



 

 

Theme Quality of life 

Definition  Indicator defined as the ratio of female/male population, calculated based upon data on 
population by sex.  

Purpose  This indicator measures differences in the gender composition of a society. A balanced 
participation of men and women in activities is determinant for an inclusive society. 

Calculation   

Maintenance   

Data source EUROSTAT, state, region 

Spatial coverage  

Spatial level  

Type Pressure 

 
Economic/human capital 
 
Specializations / Key sectors 

Name Share of each sector in GDP 

ID  

Theme Specializations / Key sectors 

Definition  The indicator shows the contribution of each sector to the annual nominal growth rate of 
gross value added (GVA) at basic prices (which is equal to GDP at market prices minus 
taxes plus subsidies on products). Data are expressed as growth rates in percent. They 
are derived from data expressed in Euro. 

Purpose  The structure of an economy is reflected in the participation of each sector of the GDP.  

Calculation   

Maintenance   

Data source EUROSTAT, state, region 

Spatial coverage  

Spatial level  

Type Response 

 
Institutional capital 
 

Governance 
Name Administrative cases/issues that can be initiated and/or arranged online (or in 

other electronic format) 

ID  

Theme Governance 

Definition  The indicator is a list of administrative cases that can be arranged online (e-Government). 
For example: 
-  the availability of public electronic services,  
-  the electronic exchange of information within the public  administration and between  
   the latter and the citizens,  
-  online payments,  
-  the use of e-Identification... 

Purpose  e-Government (short for electronic government), or refers to the use of information and 

communication technology to provide and improve government services, transactions 

and interactions with citizens, businesses, and other arms of government. All European 

countries show eGovernment initiatives, mainly related to the improvement of 

governance at the national level. Significant eGovernment activities also take place at the 

European Commission level as well.  

Calculation   

Maintenance   

Data source European Commission, state, region 

Spatial coverage  



 

 

Spatial level  

Type State 

 

International relations 

Name Number of Cross-border European projects  

ID  

Theme International relations 

Definition  The indicator is the number of cross-border co-operation programs along internal EU 
borders (ERDF) and IPA supports cross-border co-operation between candidate 
countries, potential candidate countries and EU Member States. 
ERDF: 
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperate/cooperation/crossborder/index_en.cfm 
IPA:  
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/thefunds/ipa/crossborder_en.cfm 

Purpose  The main aim of cross border cooperation is to reduce the negative effects of borders as 
administrative, legal and physical barriers, tackle common problems and exploit 
untapped potential. Through joint management of programmes and projects, mutual trust 
and understanding are strengthened and the cooperation process is enhanced. 

Calculation   

Maintenance   

Data source European Commission: European Territorial Co-operation, state, region 

Spatial coverage  

Spatial level  

Type State 
 

 

Name Number of European cooperation projects (except cross-border) 

ID  

Theme International relations 

Definition  The indicator is the number of European cooperation projects (transnational, 
interregional, regional development Co-operation). Cross-border projects are not 
included.  

Purpose  The transnational programmes add an important extra European dimension to regional 
development, developed from analysis at a European level, leading to agreed priorities 
and a coordinated strategic response. 
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperate/cooperation/transnational/index_en.cfm 
Interregional cooperation works at pan-European level, covering all EU-27 Member 
States, and more. It builds networks to develop good practice and facilitate the exchange 
and transfer of experience by successful regions. It showcases what regions do well, to 
the benefit of those still investing. 
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperate/cooperation/interregional/index_en.cfm 
There are also a number of new instruments available to support regional development 
along the EU’s external borders with countries which are either candidates for EU 
membership or potential candidates, and also with so-called third countries (i.e. non-EU 
members). 
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperate/cooperation/external/index_en.cfm 

Calculation   

Maintenance   

Data source European Commission: European Territorial Co-operation, state, region 

Spatial coverage  

Spatial level  

Type State 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperate/cooperation/crossborder/index_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/thefunds/ipa/crossborder_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperate/cooperation/transnational/index_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperate/cooperation/interregional/index_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperate/cooperation/external/index_en.cfm
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http://www.iu.qs.com/university-rankings/rankings-indicators/methodology-international/ 
 
 
Education counts: Indicators. 
http://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/indicators/main/student-engagement-participation/1967 
 
EUROSTAT: A revised urban-rural topology. 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-HA-10-001-15/EN/KS-HA-10-001-15 
 
Ecosystem services 
http://www.esindicators.org/ 
 
Corine Land cover: 
http://www.dmu.dk/fileadmin/Resources/DMU/Udgivelser/CLC2000/technical_guide_addenum.pdf 
http://wiki.openstreetmap.org/wiki/Corine_Land_Cover 
http://www.dmu.dk/fileadmin/Resources/DMU/Udgivelser/CLC2000/technical_guide_addenum.pdf 
 
Gross disposable household income: 
http://www.google.si/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=8&cad=rja&ved=0CFsQFjAH&url=htt
p%3A%2F%2Fwww.scotland.gov.uk%2FResource%2FDoc%2F933%2F0071702.doc&ei=Zj98UfLpJ42Rs
wakhYHgAw&usg=AFQjCNGaI_bmQlMnBCQWRrGQFqgYFVfV4Q&sig2=pBounRSeDclGtz08HOL1cw&bvm
=bv.45645796,d.Yms 
 
Fiscal decentralisation indicators for SEE, from the Report on Fiscal Decentralisation Indicators for SEE 
2006-2011 
 
 


